THE Archive
OF ST. PETER’S PARISH, OAKLAND, CA
Our History of 2020

Members of the Flower Guild and
spouses enjoyed a lovely luncheon at the
Spinnaker Restaurant located over the water
in Sausalito on January 5th.
Hosted by Bessie and Dr. Conrad
Sweeting, the group watched sailboats
passing to and fro right outside the window.

Fr. Paul Marks 89 Years

During coffee hour on January 7th we
joyously celebrated Fr. Paul’s 89th birthday
wishing him blessings as he has been such a
blessing to St. Peter’s.
(Photo by Pam Dammen) 

Salud Gordon, Matt Thompson, Deya
Thompson and Patsy Ronat went by ferry.
Nancy Gan, Debbie Stanford, and Monty
Stanford also attended. 

New Flooring in the Social Hall
The tiles for the new flooring in
the social hall have been laid and the
wood grained flooring on the stage
is completed. There is still some
finishing work to be done, but the
hall now looks quite nice. 
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Clergy Birthdays Celebrated
We joined Adrianna and Fr. Mautner to celebrate his
birthday during Coffee Hour on Sunday, February 16th.
We celebrated Fr. Paul’s birthday during Coffee Hour in
January, and he was the guest of honor at a second birthday
party off site in February. 

Bible Study
The Lenten Bible Study
(Thursdays at 7 p.m.) is a study
of the connection between
Christian faith and the 12-Step
Recovery process.
The text
being used for the study is
Breathing Under Water by
Richard Rohr. 

Shrove Sunday Pancakes
rd

On Sunday, February 23 , we had a special Coffee Hour with our traditional pancake lunch
in anticipation of Ash Wednesday. 
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In Memoriam Janet Simon
(February 18, 1922 – February 23, 2020
Janet Simon, beloved member of St. Peter’s Parish
family, died February 23rd at the age of 98, leaving her
family and friends to mourn.
She was loved and cherished by many people
including: her parents, Ernie Smith and Elsie Mitchell
Smith; her former husband Carl "Bud" Simon; her
children, Cathy Lackey and James Simon (Martha);
her grandchildren, Brooke Simon Krebs (Josh) and
Andrew Walker; her brother-in-law Dick Simon; and
her daughter-in-law Katy Simon Holland.

A funeral mass was held on Thursday, February 27th at St. Peter’s at 10:00 a.m. with a reception
in the courtyard afterwards. 

Closures Due to Corona Virus
In March St. Peter’s followed government
restrictions and ceased services in the church
to help prevent the spread of the Corona virus.
As a result some of our usual meetings were
canceled or postponed including the Parish
Annual Meeting and the Synod of the

Diocese of the Western States.
While sheltered at his home, Fr. Michael
Mautner began using Zoom, an online audio
and video web conferencing platform to
provide us with an opportunity for sharing
some fellowship in Morning and Evening
Prayer, Bible Study, and Sunday Mass. 
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The Wreck of St. Peter’s Sign
In May of 2019 the Vestry made the design and construction of a new front Marquee sign,
visible from Broadway and Lawton streets an action item in its list of the Renovation and
Maintenance of St Peters Facilities.
The sign which had been attractive through Fr. Pomroy’s tenure had fallen into disrepair
and been painted dark gray to match the building trim at the time.

Saturday evening, May 2, 2020, the replacement of the sign took an unexpected turn when a
car ran off the street and crashed into St. Peter’s destroying the sign. In addition to the complete
destruction of the sign, the vehicle took out some recently planted new landscaping, damaged a
downspout replaced just last fall by the roofer who replaced our roof, and may also have
damaged some water or sewer piping. Fr. Mautner has notified our insurance agent. Our sexton
B. J. Miller took the photos of the crashed vehicle. 
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Home Crosses and Crucifixes
Pictures of some of the crosses that St. Peter’s parishioners shelter with in their homes. 
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Cathy De Coss Birthday
On Sunday, May 24, Fr. Mautner and a small group of parishioners visited Cathy De Coss
to celebrate her birthday. 

Pam and Don Dammen, Eliza Kirkpatrick, Salud Gordon, and Adriana Mautner brought a
cake and flower bouquet for Cathy. And Fr. Mautner gave Cathy a birthday blessing. 

St. Peter’s Chapel of the Air
Sunday Mass was conducted in the church on June 21st with limited in-person attendance as
well as presentation on Zoom. The service was also on Facebook Livestream thanks to the
generosity of Barry Bamford who used his personal equipment and internet site. Morning
Prayer and Evening Prayer as well as Bible Study continued only on Zoom. 

Sunday, June 21, 2020, Mass in the church and on Zoom
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Sunday Mass July 10, 2020
Sunday Mass moved outside as church services were permitted out of doors only.
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St. Peter’s Sign Frame Finished

Michael “Mikey” Kingshill repaired the church
sign that was wrecked by the May 2nd car accident.
Mikey and Junior Warden Bud Warder installed the
repaired frame July 13th (with help from a friend of
Mikey’s). The new sign itself will fit into the side
and bottom U channels of the frame. The concrete
pad will be covered by fresh soil. 

Better Internet Connection Established
Comcast just completed installation of a second POE Wi-Fi transmitter in the Sanctuary
area just behind the Sanctuary south door. The St Peter’s 2 network now has a 3/3 strength in
the Sanctuary and about rows 1-10 of the nave seating. It drops to 2/3 and then 1/3 at the entry
doors. The St Peters 2 network is 3/3 in the Social Hall. The St Peters 2 network password is:
Guest1928. 
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St. Peter’s in August 2020
St. Peter’s continues with outdoor and online services under government restrictions.
From our Rector:

A Brief Reflection on Race
Independence Day is always a good time to reflect on our country’s present challenges in
light of the Gospel. This year it was especially so. On Memorial Day, four Minneapolis police
officers, sworn to serve and protect all in that great city, committed a homicide. Technology let
the whole world witness Mr. George Floyd’s death practically in real time. Recent similar
incidents have given a context to this horror that some may find hard to face. No matter. As
Americans, we must all face it. Together.
Working through the many issues in our communities that involve race and policing will not
be easy, but civic engagement is one of the hallmarks of Anglicanism. We are patriots. Duty,
honor, and love of God and country ought to lead us now toward principled, biblically based
reflection about these matters.
In personal conversations with our Black brothers and sisters in Christ, we will learn that
our experiences, and hence our perspectives, often differ. That’s okay. That’s why we need to
have those conversations. Reasonable Christian minds may disagree about approaches and
policies, emphases and means. The end of our civic engagement on these issue, though, its aim,
must be Christ-centered and grounded in His Word.
Galatians 3:28-29 is especially relevant: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” These words
of the Blessed Apostle Paul have always been in our Bibles. Their present import, however,
many in the Church have too often ignored. Our Unity in Christ is a sham, a lie, if it exists only
in church and for just an hour a week. We have to bring it home with us. We are commanded to
live it. Always and everywhere.
“In Christ there is no East or West,” (1940 Hymnal #263). Neither is there Black or White.
Or, at least, there shouldn’t be. There’s not supposed to be. God created only one “race,” the
Human Race, and it was for all of us that Christ our Savior gave His life upon the Cross. It was
“for the sins of the whole world” that He died and rose again. That means every single human
being. The Church hasn’t said so often enough or loudly enough. We need to change that.
Of course, Equality doesn’t mean we’re identical. Historical experience matters to who we
are in the present. That’s why “remembrance” is such a key Christian concept, and such a vital
part of our sacrament. We remember the night in which He was betrayed. We remember that he
said, “What you do to the least of these, you have done it unto me.” Matthew 25:40.
We need also to remember that the African American historical experience has been unique
among “the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues,” as the Prayerbook
describes the American tapestry (BCP 1928, page 36: For Our Country). That experience
matters today and it matters for what we do in our country going forward.
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Growing up Jewish, certain sets of words from American history were very meaningful to
me as a member of a minority group. Here’s one, a quote from a letter George Washington
wrote to the Newport, Rhode Island Synagogue, August 18, 1790:
"For happily the Government of the United States, which gives to bigotry no sanction, to
persecution no assistance requires only that they who live under its protection should demean
themselves as good citizens, in giving it on all occasions their effectual support."
For all the greatness of these words, President Washington failed to live them out fully on
his own Virginia plantation during his lifetime. Today, every American lives with the legacy of
that lost opportunity.
Acknowledging this denigrates the Founders’ not at all. Theirs were great Christian minds,
but they left us a Republic, as Benjamin Franklin said, “If you can keep it.” It’s not on them
anymore. It’s on us. Keeping our Republic now means living out the full Christian meaning of
America’s creed as the Founders in their generation did not and, perhaps, could not.
In pursuit of this, let’s take two additional scriptures more seriously in our daily lives and
relationships.
Leviticus 25:10: “Proclaim liberty throughout the land and unto all the inhabitants thereof!”
We know this one. It’s on the Liberty Bell.
Deuteronomy 16:18–20, we should know, but maybe don’t, at least not as well as we
should: “Justice, justice shall you pursue, that you may thrive and occupy the land that the
LORD your God is giving you.”
Without Justice for all, there is no Liberty. Not really. We cannot proclaim liberty for all
while being silent to injustice in our midst. Justice for some isn’t good enough. Many isn’t good
enough. Even most, while getting there, shouldn’t be good enough. Not for us. Not for the Body
of Christ living in the world, and not for us as Americans.
It’s got to be all: “With Liberty and Justice for all.” That has a familiar ring to it, doesn’t
it? Let’s each of us do all that we can – as churchmen and as citizens - to make it a living reality.
Now.
Yours in Christ Jesus, Our Lord,
M+
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St. Peter’s in September 2020
St. Peter’s continued with outdoor and online services under government restrictions.

Getting Through the Pandemic, Heat Wave, and Wildfires
We asked parishioners what their daily activities have been during this difficult time.

Virginia Thompson has been doing a lot of gardening.
Bud Warder has been making movies. He finished his first feature film “The Adventures of
Honey Bunch” and is well into production of his second film.
Chris Sunderland has been taking advantage of the time by writing and reading (including the
daily Epistle and Gospel) and promoting her apocalyptical novel Angel Mountain. She has also
been packing evacuation “go” bags.
Eliza Kirkpatrick reports that Richard has been busy gardening, researching his genealogy
and updating his law book. I have been busy teaching my preschool granddaughter, Isabelle, so
that her mother can help her 6 and 7 year old brothers with their online learning. The highlight
of the summer was a camping in the redwoods at Samuel P. Taylor State Park.
Nancy Gan has been sewing face masks for hospital workers. She began this
in reponses to a request for the masks from the East Bay Heritage Quilters
guild, which she joined years ago. Nancy has made over 250 toward her goal
of 300 masks and she generously left over 20 in the St. Peter’s narthex.
Besides the Kirkpatricks, some other parishioners have been camping,
traveling outside the area and even the state, and “heading for the coast” to
escape the heat and smoke.
Some parishioners have been participating in the online Daily Offices as
well the Sunday services.
And, of course, some of our parishioners have continued working in their regular jobs. As
one of them said, life goes on, but with a mask!
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Back Inside! Alleluia!

It was most appropriately the Feast of
Christ the King, not St. Crispin’s Day,
but it was “We happy few” who gathered
for Sunday Mass inside the sanctuary of
St. Peter’s. Yes, Communion was of one kind, the chalice still being restricted, and we were
masked and distanced, but it was wonderful to worship in a nearly normal Mass.
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The altar was adorned for this special occasion with large bouquets of mums arranged
by Patsy Ronat and vases of lilies provided by Fr. Paul Hauge.

In a departure
from
his
usual
practice, that of
preaching in the
aisle among the
congregation,
Fr.
Mautner delivered
his sermon from the
pulpit as a measure
of enhanced safety
for the parishioners.
And although he
wore a mask for
most of the service,
he wisely spoke
without the mask for
his sermon.
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We very much appreciate Barry Bamford’s donating the use of his peronal equipment to record
and televise the indoor service as he has been doing for the outdoor Masses on the patio. And
we are most grateful for his operation of the equipment. We hope to acquire similar equipment
in the future for St. Peter’s.

During coffee hour following Mass, we helped Fr. Paul celebrate the 60 th anniversary of his
ordination. Debbie Stanford baked one of Fr. Paul’s favorite cakes – choclate. We are blessed to
have Fr. Paul in St. Peter’s family.
Congratulations Fr. Paul!
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Back To St. Peter’s Chapel of the Air

The beginning of Advent on Sunday, November 29, was, regrettably, the beginning of another
round of virus induced lockdowns for the Bay Area.
In addition, our Rector, Fr. Mautner, was infected
with the covid virus. While he was recovering all
services wetr held via Zoom. Nothing was on
Facebook for the interim. Invitations with the
Zoom link were sent for each service.
 Sunday 10:00 a.m. Deacon’s Sung Mass with
Spiritual Communion
 Monday thru Friday
9:00 AM Morning Prayer
4:30 PM
Evening Prayer
 Thursday Evening Bible study was on hiatus
until further notice.
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Special Mass in St. Peter’s

The third Sunday of Advent (Rose Sunday) on December 13th saw St. Peter’s graced by a
special indoor Mass. Fr. Matthew Weber graciously visited St. Peter’s to conduct the beautifully
sung Mass. He also delivered a fascinating sermon with most interesting commentary on our
vision of God. Barry Bamford once again generously used his audio-visual equipment to
televise the Mass. And our steadfast Master of Ceremonies Cary Binkley and Acolyte Bud
Warder assisted. Patsy Ronat arranged the lovely roses for the Altar. Our thanks to all for the
moving celebration. 

New Vestry Members Elected
A Membership Meeting was held via Zoom on Sunday, December 13 th, at 3:30 p.m. In
addition to reports and discussion of the church finances, physical plant projects, and our
responses to the challenges brought on by the Covid-19 pandemic, the results of the election of
new Vestry members were announced.
The new Vestry members elected to three year terms are Nancy Gan, Eliza Kirkpatrick, and
Gary Larson. Fr. Mautner has appointed Nancy Gan to be Senior Warden and the Vestry elected
Bud Warder to be Junior Warden, Eliza Kirkpatrick to be Clerk, and Cary Binkley to be
Treasurer in a Zoom Vestry meeting on Sunday January 10th.
Our thanks to Gil Collins and Dr. Conrad Sweeting who have completed serving their terms
on the Vestry and especially to Dr. Sweeting for serving as Senior Warden for the past three
years. Continuing Vestry members are Allen “Gill” Daley, Jennifer Longsworth, Monty
Stanford, Matthew Thompson, and Gordon “Bud” Warder.
In the January 10th meeting, the Vestry appointed Pamela Dammen to fill a vacancy with a
one year term bringing the Vestry to a total of nine members.
The Archive of St. Peter’s Parish

2020

Page 17

Our 2020 Leaders
Rector:

The Rev. Michael Mautner: 707-363-2887
E-mail: michael.mautner@yahoo.com
Office hours: M-W-F 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. & Thursday 2 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Assisting:
The Rev. Paul Hauge: 650-445-3393
E-mail: frpaul9161@sbcglobal.net
Deacon:
The Rev. Mr. Franz Longsworth: 925-914-1374
E-mail: gagwell@att.net
Senior Warden:
Dr. Conrad Sweeting: 415-388-6541
E-mail: sweeting_ret@att.net
Junior Warden:
Gordon “Bud” Warder: 925-998-6603 (Cell)
E-mail: bud@kioskamerica.com
Church School Superintendent: Eliza Kirkpatrick: 925-258-0420
E-mail: elizakirkpatrick@gmail.com
ACW President: Mia Kingshill: 510-788-4327
E-mail: bayareahousewife@gmail.com
Altar Guild Directress: Salud Gordon: 510-538-5127
E-mail: sag0911@yahoo.com

Our 2020Vestry
Senior Warden:
Junior Warden:

Conrad Sweeting
Gordon “Bud” Warder
Jennifer Longsworth
Jennifer (Non-vestry):
Longsworth Cary Binkley
Treasurer

Tim Cadoo
Gil Collins
Gill Daley

Monty Stanford
Matt Thompson

Clerk (Non-vestry): Eugenia Larson

The Archive may be viewed online at the St. Peter’s web site:
http://www.saintpetersoakland.com/

The Archive of St. Peter’s Parish

2020

Page 18

